
          It’s Spring, 
time to plant, prune, explore and 
refresh ourselves and our yards. The 
nursery is full of spring fragrances, 
from evergreen clematis “Snowdrift” 
cascades of white perfume, to the 
heady hyacinth’s smell that reminds 
one that spring is here. 
Life renews in Spring, 
it has been here always, 
but it shows its physical 
presence through the 
budding leaves and 
flowers everywhere.

We lost my father last 
week. He was 92, getting 
up there in age, wisdom, 
aches and pains. He 
lived a full life and has gone on to a 
new life with my mother and others 
before him. It is so hard to lose those 
that we love; we want their physical 
presence by us, with us, sharing our 
life’s events, hold their hand. One day 
we can, the next day we can’t. 

But Spring reminds us that life is 
always with us. A plant drops leaves in 
the fall which decompose and become 
compost for next year’s growth. A 
tree is blown over by a winter wind 

storm; gradually the wood rots, the 
trunk becomes a nurse tree for ferns 
and baby trees, insects, moss. We are 
all part of this circle of life too, not 
just physically but in our hearts and 
shared memories, life’s experiences. 
As I watch my father’s grandchildren, 
I know that he lives on, in the laughter, 
the love, and lives that we create based 

on the generations of 
family that have gone 
before. 

The single swelling 
of the pussy willows 
have lifted my heart 
as I know there is a 
never ending circle of 
life, and that our dad 
is with us as we get 
the nursery ready for 

Spring, watching the blooms, greeting 
smiles, sharing the gardener’s love for 
the earth, our community and each 
other. Thank you, Dad, for giving me 
life. Thank you everyone for giving 
us support and love. We hope that we 
can always be part of your community 
support in your lives and gardens. See 
you at the 2014 Home and Garden 
Show or at the nursery this Spring!
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  Putting the “Oh!” in 
What is Organic? in the chemical world, 
organic matter that has come from a 
once-living organism, is capable of 
decay or the product of decay, or is 
composed of organic compound.  in 
the gardening world organic refers to 
the science and art of growing fruits, 
vegetables, flowers, or ornamental 
plants by using methods that use limited 
or no chemicals, pesticides and follow 
certain practices agriculture that can be 
certified. Most organic methods work on 
sustainability methods of growing and 
food production. 

For the vast majority of its history, 
agriculture can be described as having 
been organic; only during the 20th 
century was a large supply of new 
chemicals introduced to the food supply. 
in 1939, Lord northbourne coined the 
term “organic farming” in his book, from 

his concept of the farm as organism, 
to describe a holistic, ecologically 
balanced approach to farming, as 
opposed to what he called chemical 
farming which relied on imported fertility 
and could not be self sufficient or an 
organic whole.
these days, garden centers offer non 
GMO seeds (genetically modified 
organism), organic vegetable starts, 
and organic compost. Some items are 
government certified, others are not 
certified due to the cost of certification 
but are essentially organic.

At Laurel Bay gardens, we offer a wide 
range of organic fertilizers, insect sprays, 
seeds, and plants, along with a full line 
of organic soil amendments for your 
landscape. Come by today and we will 
help you put the “Oh!” in organic!

Plant cool season crops such 
as onions, kale, lettuce, and 
spinach, use starts or seeds. 

Time to mow your lawn, mow 
it at a longer length the first 
mowing. Fertilize with a high 
nitrogen fertilizer. 

Spread our garden compost 
over garden and landscape 
areas to improve plant health.

Fertilize shrubs and trees 
with a complete slow release 
fertilizer.

Prune spring-flowering shrubs 
after blossoms fade.

Fertilize caneberries using band 
fertilizer, broadcast fertilizer 
or a complete fertilizer or 
manure.

Divide hosta, daylilies, and 
mums.

Plant insectary plants (e.g. 
Alyssum, Phacelia, coriander, 
candytuft, sunflower, yarrow, 
and dill) to attract beneficial 
insects to the garden.

Top dress the soil  around 
daphne and lilac bushes with 
lime or bone meal for better 
blooms next year.
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	 Many people think “insect” and 
“pest” as the same thing. Did you 
know that most  insects are not pests? 
Many insects are very useful. Some 
are pollinators of fruits, flowers, and 
vegetables, while others help control 
insect pests. There are three types 
of beneficial insects: 
predators, pollinators, 
and parasitoids.

 Predatory    insects 
eat large numbers of 
other insects. Many 
predatory insects feed 
on only certain types 
of insects (e.g., lady 
beetles eat mostly 
aphids), while others 
feed on a wide variety 
of insects.

 Common predaceous garden 
insects include lady beetles, praying 
mantids, green and brown lacewings, 
and ground beetles.Spiders, predaceous 
spider mites, and centipedes also 
are important predators in a garden 
ecosystem. Insect pollinators include 
several bee and fly species. Honeybees, 

bumblebees, orchard mason bees, and 
syrphid flies are the most important 
for pollination.

 Parasitoids are insects that live 
on or in a host insect, feed on the host, 
and usually kill it in the process. Most 
parasitoids are small, stingless wasps 

orflies that lay their 
eggs in or on specific 
host insects.The eggs 
hatch, and the larvae 
feed within or on the 
hosts.

 Invite beneficial 
insects  to your yard 
by providing food such 
as blooming plants for 
pollen and nectar. Both 
the cabbage and aster 

plant families are great for beneficial 
insects. Many non flying predators 
such as ground beetles and spiders 
need a place to hide from their enemies. 
Groundcovers and coarse mulches 
such as bark dust and straw provide 
this habitat.Beneficial insects also 
need water. If you do not use overhead 
irrigation, sprinkle  your plants lightly 
early in the morning to provide water.

Adding Beneficial Insects To Your Garden

uu New at LaureL Bay GardeNs tt

terracotta  Garden towers
All-in-One Planter, Composter, & warm Grower 

Perfect for vegetable gardening on patios, 
decks and in other small spaces! 



OPEN 7 DAYS - FRIENDLY STAFF - GREAT SERVICE

88493 Hwy 101 - Florence
Just 4 minutes North of town (541) 997-5973

$1.00 OFF
Bagged Soil Amendment

or Bark Product
(Limit 5 Bags) 

Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 3/31/14
Cannot be combined with any other coupon.

BUY 3
GET 1 FREE

Bare Root Apple, Pear
& Cherry Fruit Trees

Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 3/31/14
Cannot be combined with any other coupon.

• Honeycrisp Apple Trees
• Bare Root Blueberries & Strawberries
• Lightweight Terra Pottery
• Oregon Jams and Jellies
• Organic Honey

$3.00 OFF 
- Per Yard - 

Mint & Garden Compost
(Limit 5 Yards)

Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 3/31/14
Cannot be combined with any other coupon.

$3.00 OFF 
- Per Yard - 

Medium Fir or Nugget Bark
(Limit 5 Yards)

Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 3/31/14
Cannot be combined with any other coupon.

What’s New 
            at the Nursery...

This newsletter is available via email 
and at the nursery. Would you like to recieve 
a copy in electronic form? Send an email 
request to: office@laurelbaygardens.com

Shop Any Tuesday - SENIOR DISCOUNT DAY
10% Off All Purchases

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
INSTALLATION

IRRIGATION
YARD MAINTENANCE

NURSERY, GIFT SHOP
GARDEN CENTER

88493 Hwy. 101 - Florence
Just 4 Miles North of town

541-997-5973
OPEN 7 DAYS

LCB#6718

COUPON

Expires 12/22/12

25% OFF
any regular priced

GIFT SHOP 
ITEM

HOLIDAY SAVINGS AT LAUREL BAY GARDENS
ROOST FOR YOUR HOLIDAY!

– Driftwood Trees & Bird Feeders
– Felted Robins & Owls
– Lighted Table Top Trees

SIGN UP TO WIN

$50
GIFT CERTIFICATE
One entry per day

drawing held 
December 19th

Create the 
Season

In your home with 
GREAT Gift Ideas from 

Laurel Bay Gardens!

“Fragrance”
Cut Noble Fir

Trees and Evergreen
Wreaths

“Tradition”
Poinsettias in
Pink Marbled

& Red

“Sparkle”
Holiday Decor,

Ornaments
& Wreaths

“Outdoors”
Living Christmas Trees

Bird Feeders
Holly Trees

“Yumm”
Organic Honey

and
Pepper Jelly

“Light”
Danish Tapers

Soy
Candles

“Soft”
Holiday Russ

Handmade Soaps
& LotionsShop Any Tuesday - SENIOR DISCOUNT DAY
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“Like Us” on Facebook and receive 
gardening tips and special offers!

laurelbaygardens.com


